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dramatically, relief of the tension. A Staff
Officer galloped back from the front with the glad
tidings that the veteran ist Division had rallied,
a counter-attack under one of the brigadiers had
retaken Gheluvelt, the whole line was re-estab-
lished. The crisis was over.

Haig, his features as immobile in the minute
of relief as in the hours of intense anxiety, took
instant action. An hour's daylight still remained
before darkness would bring a cessation of the
fighting. It must not be wasted. Officers were
sent with the news to the Commander-in-Chief,
orders given for the re-formation of reserves, then
Haig went forward himself to ensure that the
reorganisation of the divisions did not suffer by
the catastrophe to their Commanders and staff.

His trained judgment told him that there would
be no renewal of the German attack on his own
front. His knowledge of Foch, who was in com-
mand of all the troops, British and French, in the
area, led him to anticipate that he would order
attack at other portions of the line on the Germans
for the morrow. Exhausted though his troops
were, Haig was determined to participate. At
7 p.m. he issued his orders for the night. The
troops were to entrench the position where they
stood during the night, and in the morning were
to be prepared to resume the offensive in co-
operation with any attack their Allies might make
on the Germans. But though, true to Haig's
anticipation, Foch ordered the anticipated attack,
it did not develop.